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My Night with Hakim 
My Nights with Hakim!!!!                        
13 February 2006 

To Mosaic Magazine

Before I am approached by the Tabloids and by Hakim's wife, let me explain….

As a result of Planet Egypt I have developed skills in Community Building and compering which led to a request from Organic Music to introduce Hakim on stage. 

I was invited to the Pre Show party at Darbucka on the night before. A rather quiet affair, mostly attended by Arabs, and musicians, Transglobal Underground and Natasha Atlas were there. Women were in the minority, but this didn't faze me, as I had some good friends there including musicians Aly Minyawi and Gamal Awad

Hakim's Band arrived early, huddled in little enclaves, and then the Great Man arrived himself. It was very low key, and towards the end everyone got their mobile phones out to snap their moment in history with Hakim. 
He seemed quite humble, cheerful, and had nice energy. He was quite a looker as well! We took our photos with him - mine did not come out!!! Typical!! My contact with him was rather fleeting, but there was always tomorrow………

So the Great Day arrived, and I was all aquiver with excitement. Getting in was the first difficulty as we had not received our Back Stage Passes and security was exceptionally tight. There were big crowds and it was still early.

I introduced Jacqueline Chapman, who had offered her service to the Belly Dance Community to welcome them, and then I introduced Hakim.

Going on stage was electric, the energy of the crowd palpable and joyous and it washed over me as I stood in the lights, I felt this is what it must feel like to be Fifi Abdou!  The night was amazing, Hakim's band said that it was one of the best gigs that they had ever done.

Afterwards we went to the Dubai Lounge and it took ages for the Band and Hakim to trickle in, everyone was in high spirits and some of the band got up to dance. More photo opportunities and some dialogue with the Great Man, most of which was translated into Arabic for him. 

But one of the highlights for me was watching Hakim dance for us to Shik Shak Shok!  Ladies this man knows all the moves, I was persuaded to join in, but I was more interested in his foot work to see if I could learn anything new….. More photos were taken, and as I was so in the moment, it did not occur to me to check they were all ok, and again ! They did not come out!

So as you can see my Nights with Hakim really were quite innocuous, but even if they weren't there is no proof!! Except for these few snatched shots that is!
Anne White
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