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NADA
Live Music with Guy Schalom and the Baladi Blues Band February 2012 

In February 2012 one of the foremost Arabic dance organizations in the UK – NADA
http://www.nada.uk.com/
Sponsored workshops and performances with 
Guy Schalom and the Baladi Blues Band in many UK towns and cities

http://www.guyschalom.com/
I had the great pleasure and honour to be invited to teach and perform with them in Nottingham courtesy of Janet Rose http://bellydanceworld.co.uk/sahara-nights/
With Guy was beloved accordionist Sheikh Taha (RIP), Louai Alhenawi on the flute and kawala, Adam Warned on req and Ahmed Khalifa on sax (all the way from Germany)
The songs I chose to dance to were:
Laylat Hob  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF4ruOJZkY0&list=UUa4d1btB-UOi15643K_Mv6w
and a Baladi medley https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtHvWh64TNo&list=UUa4d1btB-UOi15643K_Mv6w
All improvised and in the moment

In the clips you will see my interaction particularly with Sheikh Taha whilst we had our own “little dialogue” going on. I refer to the song in the Sharqi section- “elb muftahu” most of all, as we had been locked out of the building on a freezing and icy, snowy day and it most certainly had not gone unnoticed. Somehow unexpectedly Taha wove it into the night. This song is “my heart and it’s key I give to you and every morning and every evening it asks after you”
I was surrounded by many that I love and was supported by them tremendously that night. It was a challenging night as it was the night I got the news that my father had passed away. I kept this private. I was committed to the weekend event and totally lost myself in the process of doing so. I was ennabled and empowered as a result of my close connection to members of the band particularly Sheikh Taha and also quite considerably Louai whose expertise melts my heart, and I had absolute trust with Guy, Adam and Ahmed too.  

Being totally connected to the music I found it easy to surrender into the feeling and trust it.

I will never forget that night.  I enjoyed it. But it was a poignant enjoyment. And even more so now as it was the last time I ever danced to my beloved Taha’s accordion and it heralded the onset of quite a challenging time in my life
A number of videos were taken that night

I would like to thank the following people for their kindness in providing footage for it meant more to me than they would ever have realized at the time

Rachel Rafiefar

Andy Stephenson and his wife Chrissy 

Anna Teed

And especially I would like to thank NADA, Janet Rose and the “rent a crowd” that gave me so much love that weekend

