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Why go to JOY?
I have been on the dance scene for many years (over 20) and mostly go to National Events as a Teacher. I have been to most -but not all of them. Yet!  So I have some insight as to the flavour and profile of the UK dance scene. I met Mandy at Raqs Brittania and we stayed up late chatting about a number of things (as lovers of this dance do!) and what really appealed to me and intrigued me was her vision of JOY as a intimate space that’s friendly and informal, and had a strong sense of community. It sounded like my kind of place.
I had heard many good things about JOY from many Teachers who had participated there and also good feedback from students and “Southerners”  who had attended-as we have hosted many National Teachers at Planet Egypt who have a high profile/residency there.
As I am teaching at JOY in October I thought it would be lovely to go there and check it out, and also there were a number of workshops that attracted me too. Not to mention more of Mandy’s costumes, so to speak -the stage was set.

Coming up from the South if travel is booked earlier great savings can be made. I was staying with a good friend (Nawarra), so I was already making savings on the costume front……
My impressions:

Organization
Very welcoming and professional. And quick too! Many attendants on hand to help and notices and information nearby. Even sweets and treats were provided!

The Venue

A beautiful old building with good spacious rooms, high ceilings, etc. 

Many touristic attractions nearby for those “dance widowers” . 

Studios that I had my workshops in were large, bright and mirrored. 
Café was well stocked, scrumptious cakes, all sorts of food for the diet/health conscious and those who want to treat themselves, and all at very affordable prices. Many traders with tempting wares, again at competitive prices, something for all purses and wallets
Workshops

A huge variety on offer. All teachers with many years of expertise.  Something for everyone, short “taster “sessions and longer more arduous ones. The ones that I attended as a student were very well planned and presented. I learned a lot and enjoyed myself immensely.

Evenings shows

The Belly dance contest offered something to all dancers who participated and their efforts were greatly appreciated by a warm audience

The Saturday evening show featured a very high level of performance and many varied styles of the dance. Fantastic stage, sound and lighting. And the audience was vociferous in their delight. What a lovely experience for performers to dance with such a warm reception.
Ambience

I felt at home immediately. A very warm and welcoming atmosphere, extended to all. The “smoking club” outside traded pearls of wisdom and shared experiences from the workshops that they attended. And an easy camaraderie was quickly established between those who did not know each other

I had an idea of what to expect based on what I had already heard, and my experience was exactly that.  A very welcoming festival that has something to offer dancers of all levels. So  I end my musings with Why go to JOY?  Why NOT go to JOY!
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