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Visit from Alexandria in 2005. See her Review of the London Scene here
With regards to Alexandria’s  recent visit to the UK I was inspired and prompted to really think about several issues that she raised.  I am afraid to say that I was then gripped with "writing fever". I am not a journalistic but it feels that I am on a steep learning curve to become one, and I must say that I am actually really enjoying the ride!!!!!

Suraya Hilal
Much has been written about this lady but a lot of it does not ring true for me. I am aware of all the gossip on bhuz www.bhuz.com and whilst I wanted to write, to respond and to explain, I was fearful of opening massive flood gates and being deluged. She was an inspirational teacher for me. Anyhow as there was a feature in the UK leading publication MOSAIC about Suraya which I did not concur with, I replied and then got "writers fever" embellishing and elaborating on points that initially were not mentioned in the original feature by Helen Waldie. The Editor then asked me to reply within 400 words as the article that I wrote which is my final article, was too long. I did my best to reply within 400 words (it took 5 attempts!) but my response was very limited and diluted. I am forwarding the response to you as well.

I am uncertain as to whether Mosaic will accept my contribution for later publication. I will know this by the autumn.
Foot Note 2009
A lengthy article submitted to Mosaic is here http://www.planetegypt.co.uk/doc/2014/press/mosaic/mosaic%20suraya%20hilal%20letter%20unedited.doc
The UK Dance Scene

This is half completed. I am trying to write a long article of the dance today, and where it might lead with all the current influences. I am checking and verifying my facts involving others more knowledgeable than myself. This is another enjoyable foray for me!! Thank you Alexandria you inspired this! Once this is complete I will let you know.

Alexandria asked me the following questions and I write my reply:
"What is the future of the UK belly dance scene?"
 Belly dance is very well established in the UK, it is taught in primary schools, as part of Adult education, and you can see it everywhere, even in far flung rural communities. Different styles are popular: The "Old Classical style" of the 1970s to 1990s is now not so prevalent, but the Modern Cairo style is. There is a lot more information available (Dvds/internet/trips abroad/foreign teachers) now than ever before. Major events like foreign artists touring have also had some impact eg the Belly Dance Superstars, who received immense publicity and coverage. The Tribal style is growing in popularity, and there is a lot more work being done with fusion. I think that there is a growing demand and market for high class quality shows - and I am hoping that we will attract more high profile foreign teachers and artistes over.

"Is the UK isolated?"

The UK market is not as well established as other markets eg Europe. There could be many reasons for this. Arab teachers who reside in Europe collaborate with each other and with their Egyptian contacts and have been able to host and manage many festivals and shows. The UK is somewhat behind on this. But many British teachers offer trips to Egypt with training opportunities and Egyptian teachers are invited to the UK to perform and to teach. These events are very popular. In the past the UK Dance scene was quite politicised but this is changing, there is much stronger evidence that we are becoming more of a community. In Europe many dancers are already trained dancers prior to learning belly dance, in the UK this is not quite as common. I would love to see more trained dancers working with our dance. It is a path way into main stream dance that would elevate the dance considerably. I don't think that the UK is isolated as we live in a Global Age. But I would say that we are somewhat behind. Superb foreign shows are making some impact over here (Beata and Horatio/Belly Dance Superstars/Nabila from Germany/Yasmina of Cairo) hopefully this will fuel demand for even more……
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