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Majma 2011 Exclusive
Featuring Hossam and Serena Ramzy and their School, 
Lianna Greene  
Bonita Ridley  
Cherie Marshal 
Rachel Bennett
and Helen Ainslie 
Also featuring Majma Hostess Raheesha
and Valerie Romanin 


Dear Readers
Every month has a different flavour, every show has a wide range of styles, disciplines and dancers, and mostly we feature an Artist once every 2 years or so as there are long waiting lists. I am going to tackle the Performance waiting list and how to get on it another time, let me tell you now about September Planet Egypt.
 
Every September we promote the Majma Dance Festival.  It is held in Glastonbury, Somerset, over a weekend in early March every year. . Majma is fast becoming the "small, but perfectly formed festival." Four years ago Raheesha and the Desert Divas took over the festival, which is in its 11th year, with the aim to unite and showcase dancers by offering them a unique festival experience.
 
Majma
Raheesha asked me to say:
"Many festival-goers say Majma is like 'coming home' and that's exactly what we offer. The Desert Divas and I want everyone to feel at home and we are delighted when we hear people say how warm and friendly and well organised Majma is
Here you will find the finest dance instructors from around the world and the UK teaching and performing at what has been hailed as "one of the friendliest festivals around."  Previous international guests include: Farida Fahmy, Morocco, Carolena Nericcio, Paulette  Rees-Denis;  Ava Fleming, Jill Parker and Rose Harden. 
 
Artists scheduled for Majma 2011, which will take place March 4-6 2011 include: Hossam and Serena Ramzy, Amel Tafsout, Raksan of Berlin, Samantha Emanuel, Valerie Romanin, Katie Holland, Fulya, Michelle Pender and Raheesha. 
 
"I'm really looking forward to the next Majma as we have some wonderful teachers and shows lined up.  The theme for the festival will be “Celebrating The Self” and we are featuring an array of workshops which will encourage dancers to tap into their own creativity.
 
"We are delighted to have Amel, Raksan, Valerie, Katie and Michelle returning to Majma and the Divas and I are delighted to be welcoming Hossam and Serena Ramzy, who along with the Ramzy Dance Company and Orchestra will be putting on a spectacular show. We are also excited that Samantha Emanuel and Fulya will be joining us for the first time as instructors." 
For more details about Majma log on to www.majmadance.co.uk.
 
Planet Egypt has a lot in common with Majma, in terms of the variety offered and the Artists featured. Also there is an ambience at Majma that really resonates with me and what I hope people experience when they come to us.
 
I have been to Majma any times and always felt warmly received.  I go whether I am teaching or not. Its small friendly and there is so much to do. Plus so many friends to hang out with!  The first time I went there was an eclipse it was amazing and it heralded the start of a very special friendship with Raheesha who I adore. My first impression of her striding down the corridors very determinedly was of a female Neo (Matrix style), she looked a bit intimidating to me, but since getting to know her I could not have been more wrong. She is one of the warmest sweetest people that I know and exudes “southern charm”
 
 
Planet Egypt
We invited all UK participants and some of the Internationals to be part of September Planet Egypt, and we got a good response, despite some of the Artists not being available. Amel Tafsout could not be with us again which was a great pity, she was superb last time and danced to some amazing Berber music , our DJ Bachir,  being a fellow Algerian and a Berber was so excited that night. Michelle Pender was not with us either, She has a huge repertoire of styles to draw from and I am a great fan. She is a womanly dancer with great stage presence. When she last danced for us, she danced to a track from a newly launched Natacha Atlas CD. By coincidence Natasha was in the house that night (she occasionally drops in) and she came right to the front to see. That was splendid timing!
 
Opening out night was Majma hostess Raheesha performing a Tunisian folk dance. I remarked wryly to her that the last time we featured her she had been out star for the night (which she achieved with great aplomb with some spectacular costumes!) and now she was opening Part 1 dressed as Joseph in a comparatively drab outfit., she said that she “was probably the first dancer to wear a tablecloth to Planet Egypt” We giggled about that, but as she was dancing twice she had a chance to make another impression on our audience.  I liked what she did and she warmed the audience up beautifully, she encapsulated what I had seen on my visit to Tunisia a few years back. It was nice to see this dance too, it’s not often we feature any Maghrebi styles.
 
She was followed by Valerie Romanin who is fast making a name for herself on the national stage. Valérie Romanin is the creator of Flamenco Descalzo® (Barefoot Flamenco in English), a graceful and innovative fusion revealing the roots of flamenco, pointing up its Moorish and Gypsy influences. Based in London, she is known for her energy, the elegance of her dance and the clarity of her teaching.
We have featured her many times in the years that I have known her and I have seen Valerie grow enormously as a performer and I always enjoy what she does. She as a quirky, direct and humorous aspect to her performances and she savours “being in the moment”. 
 
The rest of Part 1 featured dancers who are graduates from the Drumzy School of Music and Dance and part of the Ramzy Dance Company led by Serena , directed by Hossam, who choreographed their own dances. Many used tracks from Hossam’s latest CD Ruby.
 
Lianna "Chicky" Greene has dedicated the past 8 years to Egyptian Dance. She was a musician before discovering bellydance and uses this knowledge to assist with choreography and improvisation. Lianna runs Zaphira UK, a dance school based in the South East of England. We have featured her a number of times and I was pleased to have her back as she has a strong stage presence. She was one of 10 International bellydance Mania 2010 (hosted by the sublime Maria D Silva) finalists adjudicated by Nagwa Fouad, and Randa Kamel in June this year. 
 
Bonita   Ridley   danced to one of my favourite tracks by Hossam “El Malek Farouk” (King Farouk) from Best of Baladi And Saidi. Bonita is a Sussex based teacher and performer of Egyptian style belly dance and whole hearted member of the Ramzy Dance Company!  Although not her first visit to Planet Egypt, it was her debut performance.  It‘s always a pleasure to welcome new dancers……
 
 
Cherie Marshal also made her debut with us.  She is a professional performer and Teacher Based in Reading who has performed at Glade festival with Phil Thorton.
 
Helen Ainslie runs her Bellydance School in Reading and Newbury in Berkshire. She also has a performance troupe called 'The Desert Diamonds' which she hopes to bring to perform at Planet Egypt one Day! She has performed for us since 2006 and says she thoroughly look forwards to it because of the amazing atmosphere.
 
Sadly Rachel Bennett having been injured could not dance for us but she did join in with the live drumming!  More about that later…Rachel as a dancer  has grown considerably since I first saw her, and she is one of the first graduates of the Hossam & Serena Ramzy School of Music and Dance and joined their Dance Company in 2007, She teaches weekly classes in central & east Berkshire . She was recently seen in “The Boss is Coming for Dinner” aired on Channel 5 in August
 
Raheesha returned to perform to a lovely Gypsy number, dressed this time as a comely medieval wench. Look at the photos on our Facebook pages !!! This year coming she is celebrating her 10th year teaching bellydance in Somerset, where she is based.  American-born she has taught and performed at many bellydance festivals in the UK including Glastonbury International Dance Festival, Majma, JOY, Bellydance Congress, Brighton Orient, Celebrating Dance, Bellydance Mania and Raqs Britannia and teaches five weekly classes in Somerset.  
 
Dance career highlights include performing at a party at the Houses of Commons, winning first place in the UK Eastern Promise dance competition in February 2002, dancing at the newly-opened Aladdin Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas and taking over the Majma Dance Festival in 2007, which she runs with her dance troupe The Desert Divas.  
 
Now about the Houses of Commons …..  she invited  Maria D Silva and myself to join in and BOY I have never laughed so much in my life. An enthusiastic chap kept joining in and he had the most bizarre movements that I have ever seen and he would not be deterred or ignored. It broke the ice beautifully though and changed the crowd to rather “curious bystander with British restraint” into Party Animals.  Another memory is the “reverse facelift “head dresses she bought us to wear which pressed heavily on our foreheads. I won’t be repeating that again. And just for record none of us have had facelifts!!! Just in case……
 
Serena has been dancing since she was 8 years old, as a Brazilian she had a head start, she became one of the youngest professional dancers in the whole of Brazil at the age of fifteen, and was performing nightly in many of the top clubs and restaurants and was in constant demand as the light of many functions and weddings. It was not long before she caught Hossam’s eye and now they are regularly touring the world, dancing, performing and teaching together reaching audiences and students from the five continents
 
She danced quite a few times, she amazed me a lot that night. We normally allow 15 minutes for costume changes, and she completed each change (without much help either!) in less than 5 minutes!  Phenomenal! 
 
I first saw Serena years ago at a charity fund raiser “Dance of Hope” for the Asian Tsunami. This was conceived by Afra Al Kahira and overseen by Charlotte Desorgher.  It was a real pleasure to see her dance, I was impressed by her soft lyrical and feminine style, and for me it was redolent of the Golden Age Dancers. It was also refreshing to see something different as she drew from the “olden days” as well as the modern/contemporary style I was very happy to be there that day for many reasons, not least being impressed by Serena, it gave me a chance to hook up again with Hossam who I had been out of contact with. They are occasional visitors to Planet Egypt and as we have not featured them for 2 years it was wonderful to know that they would be with us this month.
 
I have been a frequent visitor to their home and got to know them both quite well. I am a curious soul and like getting to know people well and I thought about what dancers might want to know about them both for this article.  I asked her: “What drew you to the dance? “ and she replied:
 
“I was always in love with dance, in any style and from all cultures. From the age of 5 i knew what i wanted to be. So i studied ballet , jazz and then dancing samba which was just part of life in Brazil. Then when I found Egyptian dance at the age of 8, I fell in love with it. What really drew me into it was the music, the spontaneity and freedom of expression that seem to be lacking in more formal styles of dance. And the artistry with which it can be portrayed.  A very aesthetic  portrayal of femininity. 
A lot of the movements were very familiar and close to my own culture, so it felt very natural to me. Same with the rhythms, many of which have middle eastern roots.
 

Who is your inspiration? 
 Music is my inspiration, and I am the luckiest dancer alive as I share my life and my art the best and most inspirational musician in the planet. 
Sweet!
 
A fabulous part of this night was a jamming session led by Hossam with all their girls that night. The room throbbed to the hum of all the different drums.  Many drummers in our audience that night were studiously observing Hossam and had moved very close indeed…..especially for Hossam’s solo.   We closed the night with Serena doing a drum solo with all the drummers joining in and anticipating what she would do whilst monitoring Hossam. A trial by fire indeed. And a rousing end to our night.
 
Now onto the Great Man himself. Hossam and I go back 25 years almost. As a student he would drum for my teacher in class and all of would quiver with excitement and nerves. I remember him making his first tape of drum rhythms for dancers. Now he has an empire and a vast catalogue of products for dancers!!! It has been wonderful to recapture the friendship and I always enjoy our chats and get togethers.  We are very privileged that he is UK based and his contribution to the world of dance has been so enormous.
 
I have seen many dancers progress under the expertise of the Drumzy School of Music and Dance. It clearly works. Their Dancers have to recreate the dance and style of Egyptian icons and it must be “true” ie we should see that this is their tribute to say Naima Akif, All the dancers also have to be able to play rhythmns, compose music and their studies are quite intensive.
 
I posed some questions to Hossam that I thought readers might want to know…
 
Tell us about your teaching practise/school, how people  can join, what can they hope to gain, where are these schools. 
 
Our school is based on my philosophy of the dance which is clearly expressed in my logo that states:
“THE TRUE ART OF ORIENTAL DANCING IS TO VISUALLY HEAR THE MUSIC”™ ®.

This is what we base our teaching around. We educate the dancers into the music and we give them and teach them and train them in the art of interpreting the music. They have to learn the music from its basics by learning to play rhythm and to read music so they can read these rhythms from notes and be able to compose their patterns as well as dance to written rhythm…

This is plus learning the grammar of dance, they learn the various parts of any musical composition and they learn how to portray any music they wish to choreograph and make it in their own style. We are not in the business of creating clones or clowns who are copies of anyone… We teach them to be themselves, the best artist they can be.

Knowledgeable, able dancers who will create the next generation of knowledgeable able dancers for the future. 

They are an elite class of their own. They have never existed before and there will be more like them, I assure you.

Just imagine if you had one of them as your first teacher in Egyptian Dance????????????????????????????

Our course is by invitation only and we audition the dancers before we accept them. To join such a course, a dancer must have certain qualities as well as certain abilities before we can accept her… If they have the potential but are not ready yet, we open a different door for them to learn privately with Serena and in our workshops or in our smaller preparatory courses around the UK and Europe until they reach the standard of being accepted in the major course.

It is by invitation only… 

Your place in Egypt, why was it created. what is on offer, what can be obtained by attending, where is it  and when will it open….
                
Yes, the “VILLA RAMZY”™®…..
A place where dancers will be able to come for an intensive, all in, two weeks seminar of the highest class of instruction by myself and Serena, accompanied by live bands from every style of music we will be teaching.  Rhythm drumming & understanding, Classical, Baladi, Saidi, Fallahy, Bedouin, Nubian and much more. 

Can you imagine being in Egypt… learning every day with the live band of that style. And the live band that is from the Hossam Ramzy albums???????  All accommodation, meals, beverages and entertainment. We will have a private concert every night by the band with whom we are teaching the workshops.

Swimming pool, horse riding (for those who can and have insurance), visiting all the places that Hossam & Serena know and not being taken for a ride. 

An opportunity of a life time for those who are serious enough.

 
Where are your UK  concerts and events for next 6 months, which countries are you visiting from november onwards….
 
We will be in Barcelona (Spain) and Faro (Portugal) in November.
We will be in Slovenia in December.

Then it is my birthday 
 
Your event at the Petrie Museum info  please and tell us what we can expect to see
Note
 The Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology  houses an estimated 80,000 objects, making it one of the greatest collections of Egyptian and Sudanese archaeology in the world. It illustrates life in the Nile Valley from prehistory through the time of the pharaohs, the Ptolemaic, Roman and Coptic periods to the Islamic period.  They sometimes host events. All of the collections are housed in or around the UCL main campus on Gower Street in Bloomsbury, Central London
 
 
We are holding a concert in support of the “Friends of the Petrie Museum” on the 5th of February 2011. We will be doing two sections. One is the “Dance Queens of The Nile” where Serena and the Ramzy Dance Company will be performing her choreographies where various queens of the Nile have met in present time to tell their stories in a dramatised choreographed style. We are also inviting some guest dancers.

In the second half, we will be performing with the Egyptian Orchestra the part of the show that we call, “Queens of the Dance” presenting the “Stars of Egypt”™® Naima, Samya, Taheyya and more… Book your ticket now as we know it will fill up very quickly.
 
What changes do you expect to see in the next 10 years in UK and in Egypt (dance and music)
 
I expect that the graduates of the Drumzy School of Music & Dance will prevail across the globe. There will be more and more knowledgeable artists who will be teaching and performing and spreading a high level of education to the world of Egyptian dance. 

We will still have all the cowboys and Indians there… as they will continue to be there to make the difference.
Only those with artistic blood will know where to go and where to learn…. And the Saga will continue… 
 
Why did you come to the UK, what changes have you  seen since then, tell us about your drumming classes and camps

As a young artist, I was very drawn to Jazz drumming and this is what I came here to pursue. Little that I knew that what I have been doing since my childhood, as an Egyptian percussionist was funkier than any Jazz drumming I could have learned… I took a 180⁰ turn back to my roots and here I am today….

I am planning many classes where I will be holding a simple jam session where anyone and everyone can just bring a drum and have a great time and just bash away and be part of the party… During which, I will also be adding some simple technical hints and educational suggestions to help them become more familiar with the rhythms and to be able to thoroughly enjoy the time. I believe that the best time we learn is when we are having a good time, and this is what I am planning to make these… FUN… 

NOT Master Classes where drummers are there to show how fast they can play or to compete with the others or be crushed by Hossam’s Drumming Ability…. I will leave this out completely… 
 
As for the camps…. I am hoping to organise one of these for the summer of 2011… We will let you know about it in good time. 
 
 
 
So I come to the end of my column now. For reference if you miss our nights and want to know more then check our our Facebook pages 
http://www.facebook.com/people/Anne-White/1122917266#!/profile.php?id=1122917266
 and
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=63934754756
 
Where images and video clips courtesy of our camera man Nashwan can be seen:
 
Here is the link to September Video clip http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWvLolmGwOg
 
 

