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Outi of Cairo 
Katie Holland with Poppy shrapnell and Caroline Piggot 
Iona
Tina
Tracey  -Amunet 
and live music (7 band members) with TMP (The Minyawi Project) Read about them

 HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=704416926&sk=info" \t "_blank" 
Aly El Minyawi (tabla/ percussion and if we are lucky vocals)
and Eser Ebcin (keyboard and percussion)
Anil Gocen (keyboard and violin) 
Ozkan Gezen (Multi instruments) 
Ercument Ibrahim (violin)
Ismail Eren ( baglama)
and Mahmut Emrah Tak (oud and guitar) 
launching their new cd - promotional price £10 

See video clip courtesy of Nashwan Media
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRwJa9_-xvA 
  

A varied and exciting show featuring so many different kinds of dance and music, offering a much wider range that we normally provide,

Perennial dancer Katie Holland opened the night, with her dance troupe (Poppy Shrapnell and Caroline Piggot) dancing a Bollywood/belly fusion piece about a “good girl gone wrong”. This was energetically presented in a tight choreography that was well thought through and seemed to have been executed many times as it was flawless. It was a great show opener!!!   Poppy and Caroline have spent the last four months setting the stages of India on fire performing with Katie. Poppy is set to return for one year and Katie is also auditioning for another dancer, do get in touch with her.  Both Poppy and Caz had dance training beforehand but Katie was leading this group and providing the choreographies, they were a competent and pleasing part of our nights and their upbeat contribution very much enjoyed by all.
New dancer Iona used a Lebanese piece. She has been dancing for 6 years (Egyptian, Turkish and fusion styles). I enjoyed her dance but it took a while for her to settle into it.  We always recommend dancers to check us out beforehand, and as we have been doing monthly shows for over 9 years now there has been plenty of time for people to familiarize themselves with us and the unusual performance area. (If you really can’t make one of our shows then check video clips of them out on our you tube channel: Planetegypt).
Our venue presents challenges which only experience and competence can overcome, the live audience interaction is a huge element of our shows, as the audience can be only inches a way, and so the performer is challenged to “be in the moment” and this provides greater responses than a dancer who “imposes” a choreography into the space. The use of a veil allowed Iona a chance to “escape” from the pressure of this space and also gave her the opportunity to recover her composure, she held it together, and I am sure next time she will do even better.
Belly dance aerobics was up next led by Tina Shaw. Summoning her student base and willing volunteers, she jumped onto a table and led them through an improvised routine. Note -the venue normally do not allow this so please bear this in mind!  Our invited Egyptian musicians and many Arab ladies looked on in intrigued surprise, they always see something new at Planet Egypt.

Tina’s Bellydance Aerobics classes are structured like aerobics classes and provide a dynamic all over body workout whilst learning different styles of bellydance steps and isolations.  You are kept on the move the whole time.  Tina is a qualified Aerobics instructor and personal trainer and has been bellydancing since she was 18.  
Katie returned with Bollywood/Bharatnatyam. A number of Asian ladies smiled in great appreciation whilst she performed. She drew some lovely lines and she always impresses me with her versatility. Based in Goa, India for 5 years, Katie has her own dance and martial arts studio-magic health and fitness where she runs holistic holidays. She continues to be the most sought after foreign performer in India teaching and performing across the country.
Her last dance for us was a drum solo. She has studied Egyptian bellydance since 1994 and with a variety of teachers, styles and influences to draw from including Sylvia Cannetti, Anji Jackson-Main, Suraya Hilal, Leila Haddad and Hossam and Serena Ramzy. She has also studied Samba, African, Sacred Nepalese Dance, Yoga, and currently Bollywood and Classical Indian Dance (Bharatnatyam). Her newly developing style now is pure Egyptian technique fusion with Bharatnatyam and Bollywood which is receiving great acclaim. Such diversity enables her to offer more in her portfolio to event organisers.  I find her sweet, very easy to work with and she has a lot of sensitivity. This is put to good use – along with her husband Glen  they have developed and specialize in health through fitness programs which can include dance, tai chi, yoga, fitness training, chinese boxing, Osho and Goddess meditation, acupuncture, shiatsu, reiki and ayurvedic medicines.
Up next was Tracey who  first danced for us in 2006 a month after  winning Shafeek's competition   Sadly she lost part of her leg, soon afterwards, when we heard we raised money  as a gesture of support from the Community.  She took the opportunity to thank everyone and to also show them how she has returned to dance on her “very pricey prosthetic leg”!! Believe me you could not notice at all. That took months of agonising training and dedication on her part and she is to be congratulated on this.  She says “My joy of Arabic dance is so great that I refused to let losing a leg stop me.....  how the physical benefits of dance help me live a normal life (mobility wise) That I love to teach and find inspiration for my dancing as much in life as I do in great teachers and dancers.  She danced twice for us, a lovely and lively Malaya leff number and some baladi aseel . She captivated our audiences, especially the musicians (more on that later) and Turkish Press Avrupa want to do a feature on her as a result……… she was so beautifully radiant that night – see the pictures and will see what I mean….
Tina returned with some nice Turkish dance.  Tina has been dancing many years and has performed in many countries and venues including, Italy- casino San Remo, Spain- Club Lebanon Marbella, Delhi, Calcutta – Taj Hotels, Claridges, Momos and The Grosvenor to name a few.  She has also bellydanced for film and TV:- - Salome’s Last Dance – a Ken Russell film,  music video for Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds, Hitachi advert and lots more.  Her favourite style is vintage Turkish cabaret particularly floorwork.  She is also an experienced salsa dancer and enjoys fusing the two.   She executed 2 consecutive dances, vintage Turkish Cabaret with table and floor work. Sheik Taha within “touching” distance proved himself to be a big fan of hers. A natural performer, beautiful to look at, with a warm stage presence she worked every minute of her stage show, and she even threw in the splits as part of her floor work, which drew a round of applause.  Tina and I go back 20 years or more when London had annual free belly dance public events at Covent Garden which went on for hours. I lost touch with her and when Planet Egypt was at our first venue Sahara Nights I bumped into her there, and we picked up just where we left off. She is a really lovely lady!
Now I have referred to the Egyptian musicians a number of times, sitting at the Best table in the house they were there for a number of reasons

We are launching live music nights in May (on 13th) and will feature the best that we can, with us was Sheikh Taha a regular at our events, Ibrahim Minyawi on his first visit to us (his son’s band were playing that night…), and others that we have had the pleasure to work with at Planet Egypt: Sherif master percussionist, and Gamal Awad as well as Ibrahim “A”. 

Taha, Ibrahim Minyawi, Sherif , Gamal and I have known each other for 15-20 years or more and I have had the pleasure to work with them on the circuit many times. We had 5 kings in the House, between them they must have 250 years of Accomplishment working in Night clubs and the best venues with the best dancers and musicians that one could only ever dream about.

What is dance without music? So many musicians that I have worked with have died or retired due to ill health, all the clubs have closed down, their children are not- on the whole -following on the family tradition, and a generation is lost. What is the future of live music? That is one of the reasons why I am bringing live music back…. They stayed to the very end and smiled all the way through, a good start…..
So we come to our Star this month: Outi of Cairo. As one would expect a slick, glamorous, accomplished and professional dancer.  Outi has a very successful oriental dance career in Cairo since 2005. With her band she has produced cds and performed for thousands. in five star venues like Nile Pharaohs, Cairo Sheraton, Hotel Marriot and Citystars as well as some very prestigious celebrity weddings and  worked in other Arab countries and the Philippines.

Before her career in Cairo Outi already was a well known performer and teacher in Finland. She started dancing in 1992 and since then, she has studied with several master teachers to increase her expertise in Oriental dance and Egyptian folkloric dances. Many years ago I met her when she visited us at Sahara Nights our first venue…. It was lovely to see her again and see how much her dancing has evolved. She impressed us all and the musicians were enthralled. 
A huge draw that night was our 7 piece live band TMP 
The Minyawi Project…
The seeds of The Minyawi Project (T.M.P.) were sown around 2006 whilst on tour playing for the inimitable Natacha Atlas.  After a sell out concert in Belgium, Aly el Minyawi and Dr. Eser Ebcin decide to stage an impromptu concert in the lobby of the hotel in which they were staying.  After receiving rapturous plaudits from the late night revellers they retired to their rooms.  On waking up and meeting in the breakfast room, the decision was made to start work immediately on the first album The Minyawi Project.  Working in collaboration with some of the world’s greatest ethnic music session players, they put together an album which boasts an eclectic mix of east west north and south.
To do justice to this band I would need another column. Phenomenal. The 5 Kings I referred to earlier were equally impressed. Outstanding musicians who had been rehearsing for months and who had arranged and composed tracks for us that they knew our audience would really really appreciate ! Starting with mowwashat, and progressing through Egypt, Turkey and more. Amman amman!
Aly el Minyawi:

He started his career by playing with his father (Ibrahim), the Grand Master. Well what better way to learn what it means to play music then to watch the best!
Eser Ebcin:

Starting from his background as a percussionist he quickly moved to the keyboards with guidance and tutorage from his mentor, the late great clarinettist Cetin Bukey Today he owns a recording studio in North London, which he operates with his business partner Anil Gocen.  The Studio, U-71, has swiftly become a hub for international talent and is currently expanding it’s operations by opening a second branch in Istanbul.

Anil Gocen:

Of Rom origin, this multi talented musician was born in London to a family already steeped in musical history.  

Ozkan Gezen
A multi instrumentalist to a degree that surpasses anyone in that region or perhaps the whole of Turkey.  He must be heard to be appreciated!

Ercument Ibrahim:   

Is a Violinist who adds aural dimensions to the violin not heard since the times of the great Signor Paganini.  The soulful deliverance of his inimitable technique will surely sway your soul from east to west
Ismail Eren:

Ismail plays the baglama, the most commonly used string folk instrument in Turkey. He has been a keen player for over 20 years and has amassed a large student following in London.  He is a master of Selpe and Pence techniques and has his roots based within Alevi teachings.

Mahmut Emrah Tak:

Turkey’s country’s highest achieving student at the Bursa State Conservatory for musical excellence. Although he was studying classical Turkish art muzik and playing the Oud, he found an interest in Acoustic guitars, most notably Flamenco style.  Adding his already vast knowledge of Turkish music to the Flamenco repertoire, he has succeeded in creating a unique style of guitar playing.
They were launching their new CD which has an eclectic mix of modern, traditional, street sounds, a bit of hop hop, rapping, motown, western, and Arabic. It’s broad range will appeal to a huge audience.  It includes a contribution from Natasha Atlas as well.   We will be selling it at our future events too and at £10 it is a bargain!  
It was my great pleasure to present them as part of Planet Egypt for so many reasons, they offered something completely unique to us, as a 7 piece band it was the first time we had ever hosted a band of this size. As talented musicians it was a real treat and privilege to host them. Aly and I go back to when he was a young lad and Ibrahim would bring him to my dance class when I was a student, and my sister and I would often misbehave and play tricks on him.

His father and my twin and I have birthdays one day apart. For 10 years we talked about going out to celebrate and eventually we did.  We went to The Royal Lancaster in London, it was Ramadan and live music was on the bill.  We learned that as a teenager growing up- Aly’s  family in Egypt would tease him about not having any girlfriends, and so I got a photo of him in between my twin and I all dolled up and made  a T shirt imprinted with it - so that it would look like we were part of  his Fan club. Funnily enough I never got any pictures of him in it  but apparently he still has the T Shirt, but he has grown so much it would no longer fit him!!! And a nice reward for me that night was a contract working with live music at The Royal Lancaster with Resident Hostess and Dancer Safar (who did not talk to me for 3 days,,,,, but that’s another story….)
A fabulous night all round, a full on show, lovely dancers a brilliant band, Kings in the House and the Press too….. To see what you may have missed see our video clip courtesy of Nashwan Media on Planetegypt You tube channel!!! 

Finally as we are so popular I wanted to advise our audience that by subscribing to our free monthly Mailing list you can get advance notice of our events that will prompt you to reserve your seats. See our index page for this information 
http://www.planetegypt.co.uk/index.shtml
