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Darbucka
Our Star is Ewa Horsfield of London Bellydance Meetup with LIVE MUSIC!!! WORLD RENOWNED COMPOSER AND ACCORDION PLAYER OF THE "OLDEN DAYS" OF BALADI- SHEIKH TAHA, SHARIF MASTER PERCUSSIONIST AND HASSAN REEFEZ ON DUFF with specially invited guest dancer Cynthia 
Roxana
Shafeek Ibrahim and his stage school Arabian Dance Theatre , Zafirah, Sonia, Isa, Debbie and Gisele


 HYPERLINK "http://www.zaphirauk.co.uk/" \t "_blank" Lianna Chicky Green 
and Janet Rose "Malika"
 
Hello there Readers

I am thrilled to be given the opportunity to write for Nafoura to review our monthly shows and more.  Here’s a summary of what you missed in July.

 

Our show in July featured Artists predominantly from London /the South/South East of England, and quite a few Egyptians too!!

Our Star this month was Ewa Horsfield of London Bellydance Meetup who bought some fabulous Egyptian Musicians along. Namely Sheikh Taha of world renown…..

 

Sheikh Taha and I go back more than 20 years when I was learning the dance and he worked a lot with my teacher Suraya Hilal.  There would be many workshops with live musicians in those days and I religiously attended them all.  He is a very good friend, easy company and very much loved by the Public. He often comes to our nights to meet his friends and to entertain himself. He knows everyone!!!!  His career started early, self taught but surrounded by talented musicians he was playing for Egypitan Royalty at the age of 12 (circa 1950). He worked with Mohammad Abdel Wahab, Farid al Atrash and Abdul Halim Hafez. He composed the song that launched Ahmed Adawe’s career : Sah Ehdah Embo and there is the translation and context of this song on my website
 

He acted as chef-d'orchestre, composer, and arranger to the most famous of Egyptian dancers, among them: Tahiyya Karyoka, Nagua Fouad, Suhair  Zaki, Nahed Sabri and  Fifi Abdou.

 As a musician he is particularly known for his 'Mawal' and 'Taqasim' (Solo improvisation on the accordion and later, the electronic organ) .
 
He was accompanied by Master Percussionist Sherif, who again used to drum for us in class (all those years ago….) and who I used to work on the circuit with but who I lost contact with. Sherif is absolutely fabulous on the tabla and the room thrummed to his expertise on it. His presence drew a number of musicians who positioned themselves in arms reach to eagerly study his expertise and his hand control.
Supporting Sherif was Hassan Reefez on the dof and req. Hassan too is one of the most acclaimed percussionists and it was a pleasure to see him again. I normally see him these days working alongside Hossam Ramzy. But for a while I worked with him on the Ramadan Night Club circuit in Lancaster Gardens (and boy happy memories of those days….)
 
Ewa Horsfield is a performer, teacher and a producer. In 2009 Ewa became the co-ordinator of the LondonBellydance Meetup group which currently has over 450 members. She delighted us all by providing such high quality musicians and with her dancing. She invited Cynthia to be part of the live music performance as a personal dedication.

 

Cynthia  Winner of the Bellydance Mania Festival 2010  Oriental  Dance competition  (Judges Nagwa Fouad and Randa Kamel).  Cynthia epitomises the Art of this lovely dance. Formerly a student of mine and now with her own Dance School in London , she has long been associated with Planet Egypt and is very much loved and admired. It was thrilling to see her dance to live music as I had been trying to encourage her to take this step a long time ago (when Planet Egypt was booked to tour Algeria some years back –with live music- but that’s another story..). Cynthia is our Star for August, when sadly we say Goodbye to her as she leaves the UK . It is a fitting tribute for us to have the privilege of hosting her Farewell Event considering her long connection with us. She is someone who I would have given Planet Egypt to if I retired/withdrew from the Scene…..she is a natural successor for the role

 

Roxana Originally from Paris , she was “discovered” by our resident Talent Spotter some years back, dancing in our disco,  she eventually performed for us and is a protégé of Ewa’s. I have seen her dancing evolve a lot since those early days and she truly shines and has a radiant stage presence

 

Shafeek Ibrahim . What can I say of this Egyptian Supremo? He is an International performer, teacher, choreographer who is renowned for his dynamic performance. He is the UK 's only professionally trained Arabian Folklore dancer and tanoura artist (Egyptian whirling dervish) and our audience loves him. 
 

Lianna Chicky Green came to my attention a few years ago, I enjoy her performances for many reasons, she is very talented.  She was one of the 1st graduates from Hossam and Serena Ramzy's Advanced course for Professional dancers and is a proud member of the Ramzy dance company. Lianna was also one of 10 International Bellydance Mania Festival 2010 finalists

 

The only Artist from our July show not based in The South was Janet Rose (Malika) from Nottingham . She is the Director of Belly Dance World which holds a regular event in Nottingham called Sahara Nights. This event was inspired by Planet Egypt and has been supported greatly by us. She loves to dance to different types of music. A memorable example of this would be when she danced to “I like the way you move” an uptempo pop number when she accosted men in our audience to join her (she has a formidable stage presence and no one could refuse her) and when she “finished” with them she let them know in know uncertain terms (as part of her performance) she was through with them and she then went on the prowl for more victims. The delight of the audience raucous whooping made passers by investigate the noises emanating from the basement nightcub and thus we recruited more audience members. Very enterprising….

 

The Dancers gave their best unsurprisingly and it was an exceptionally talented line up.  We drew a massive audience, many people were sitting on the floor or standing we were so full, We drew our audience from the West Country, (Melanie Norman promoting  her show Oriental Dreams - Arabian Dance, Music and Poetry  which will take place in London in September) ,  Her Royal Hellness Lucretia (Christine Emery) from Newcastle, of  Raqs Macabre Infamy , and former Team Member Yvette Cowles from Gloucestershire. Lovely to see everyone of course, but it always gladdens my heart to see Yvette as she was instrumental in helping to create Planet Egypt in 2002.  Oojami were in town with us and so many other well knowns too. 

A number of the Performers are Competition entrants and winners, and so too were some of our audience that night, Miss Belly Dance UK Delilah had a front row seat. Also in the audience were a number of former Stars, as indeed in our show, Cynthia and Shafeek have been our Stars.

 

One of our strengths has been that we are a meeting place for lovers of this Dance. Many people have forged deep and lasting friendships as a result of meeting each other at our events. An example being Cynthia’s invitation by Ewa to dance to live music with her that night. Roxana being Ewa’s protégé is another, and in the audience too many people come by themselves from great distances, and end up making alliances and new friends. Love of this dance operates as a channel to connect like minded people to each other , mashallah! 

 

As each show is live despite arranging everything in advance, unusual and unexpected situations occur. This is why live events can sometimes run late. This month was no exception. With all the musicians and some of the performers  as well as our DJ living to the west of London where all the tube lines were down, there were delays in arriving that affected the start time. Also I had a situation where 2 important Arab guests (of equal stature!)  needed seats, one had a stool, the other a “throne” type of chair. Of course concerns were raised as the “throne” chair conveyed more status, and so despite no other chairs at all being available, let alone one similar to the “throne” we had to conjure up two “thrones”. An enterprising Team member Karen had noticed one. She must have had the “all seeing eye”. Tucked away in back room, was an identical chair, somewhat rickety and I suspect in need of repair, but luckily the potential occupant was very slender, we offered it and held our breaths…..

 

And then something extraordinary happened. Just as I was about to start the show Sabeena (who oversees all our events) beckoned me over. A lady needed to speak to me most urgently. I shot over to deal with it promptly and despite talking to her did not understand why she wanted to speak to me, nor indeed what she wanted, she was quite agitated.   We gleaned that she had brought a costume, and she proclaimed she was “ready” as per my invitation. It dawned on me she had turned up to perform!  

 

I did not know her, had not made any contact to my recollection, and I explained that the waiting list is full, two years is the average wait, and that I never ever feature those unknown to me without auditioning them. She then blustered that she had been on TV ( Britain ’s Got Talent) and clearly believed that this gave her an advantage, ….. my mind was racing,,,,, was she the infamous woman that everyone had been blogging about??? Hmmmm  She looked like it!

 

Anyhow there’s no queue jumping with us, and moreover running late no chance to chat either. I certainly don’t give any one the impression that they could turn up with a costume and “join in”.  Cheeky beggar! She was invited to come in and see the Top Exponents that we usually feature, but she would not be parted with the entrance fee  of £10 (and you would have thought that a good performer where possible would always research the place she wanted to perform in!) so she waddled off dispiritedly.  And On with the Show………

 

