Team Member of Planet Egypt – Bachir -DJ Bacha 
Responsible for being DJ

Bachir/Bacha started his music career in 1990 in residency at Dance Clubs in Paris and London.  He has worked at big events for SOAS and for UCL and also at the Bafta Arabic Film Awards
 
He plays a huge selection of music for us: Algerian, North African, Egyptian, Lebanese. Debke and Middle Eastern Belly Dancing.  He loves creating new sounds by experimenting with scratch remixing.
 
As part of our Team he gets approached a lot, and he says his best night so far (excepting Planet Egypt nights of course) was working for the Liverpool Arabic Arts Festival. This was organized By Ziyarat   Especially commissioned for  Arabise Me. It was the first time that a Pan-Arabic, contemporary, multi art form event of this kind ever took place in England (in 2008). He got treated like Royalty!
 
Sahara Nights London http://www.saharanightslondon.co.uk/ (named after our first venue) was conceived by him as a response to not just our events but the response to his Dj sets and the great appetite for dance events in London.
 
 
Anne says
We first worked with Bachir about 7 years ago. at our initial venue called Sahara Nights, in London ’s Kings Cross (now sadly closed). In those days for the first 3 years our events were completely free. The venue supplied our DJs and we got through many of them before we settled on Bachir.
 
Bachir used to hang out at one of London’s premier nightclubs called China White, and it was there that he met the owner, Palestinian entrepreneur Haleem.
 
Bachir immediately understood what we were trying to establish -a dance night with the focus on dancers enjoying the music and joining in because they liked it!  Previously the DJS had mostly “inflicted” their music on us. So-with some training and examples of the music that “worked” for us, he soon expanded our repertoire and supplied us with danceable music that was very successful in filling the dance floor. Perhaps too successful there was hardly any room to move!
 
He soon began identifying our clientele there and knew what made them dance, what they liked and what they did not like, and rather like the rhythmns used in exorcising Djinns in the Zaar, he selected music that made people join in and move. If he noticed someone sitting down or not joining in-he knew which song to play to change the dynamic. When people approached him for a request they did not even have to speak he knew what they wanted and had it lined up in seconds. This was remarkable to see.
 
As a result of being attuned to the dance crowd he soon received a reputation as a good DJ. He is a very important part of our nights, and for that reason he is our No 1 Dj, though we do employ others, not least to allow Bacha to network more and to see him actually join in, as some Djs hide in their booths.
 
Not only does he provide great music for us, we rely on him completely to cue all the music for our shows but things do occasionally go wrong but that’s what happens in a live environment, but it’s not always his fault.
 
Like the majority of our Team, he has been with us since the very beginning (almost!) and as with all the other Team members there are no “Get out of Jail cards free”!. They are in it for life ! Really!!!!  Bachir is a much loved and very valued part of our events and our Team and it is my great pleasure to tell you all about him.
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This information was supplied to Nafoura Magazine and accompanied my regular columns (reviews of Planet Egypt Shows)

