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On behalf of the management I am pleased to announce: 

Opening imminently this venue has been established in London for decades and previously has been called “Venus” under the curatorship of Safar Yusry (RIP) and also “Diamonds”.

 

It was established as a live music venue for Greek as well as Arabic music. Its walls are steeped in history. And there are still many today in London and Egypt that could recount some of their experiences there. Iconic Dancers that performed there still operating in London : Asmahan, Josephine Wise, and Vashti to name a few

 

An historic destination for Top Quality Entertainment for decades the run is set to continue.  This is my update as of 28 August. More to come next week. This is for reference only and is not absolutely confirmed

 

Firstly those that knew it in its previous form would be astonished at the make over. It has been furnished and equipped to the highest standards of style, elegance, comfort and technology

 

Video clips - as the venue is still going through the finishing stages the filming was live and the recording reflects this quality

All clips are on a special playlist on our You tube channel: see the Arizona playlist here https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOPku1ve4MzqiwA9VA5JVQV2Auq9n8VWC
Video1 on Entering
https://www.youtube.com/edit?video_id=UzvOVkiEjks&video_referrer=watch
On entering the venue you descend the stairs which are lit well and on your left hand side pictures of past icons
 Abdullah Ruachid (Kuwait), Olaya Tunisiyia (Tunisia) 
Mohamed Bilushi (Kuwait), Abadi el Johar (Saudi) and 
Hani Shaker (Egypt)
As you arrive at the lower level in front of you is the reception where you can leave your coats. A passage on the left leads towards the toilets and kitchen and on the right hand side the door to the downstairs club. Immediately upon entering the bar is opposite you at the back. A quick tour concludes the clip 
Video 2 _The ladies toilets
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyGvNOgOdFg&list=PLOPku1ve4MzqiwA9VA5JVQV2Auq9n8VWC&index=2
These are completed to a high finish. Granite basins, 3 spacious cubicles. Automated water flow and soap. And an automatic hand dryer 

 

Video 3 Snapshot of the kitchen

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPY6ese6TGE&list=PLOPku1ve4MzqiwA9VA5JVQV2Auq9n8VWC&index=3
Tamer who works there is making me a coffee . A quick look around the main parts of the kitchen without intruding too much in the food preparation area. I am making light hearted improvised comments about Tamer’s work but it is only in jest

 
Video 4 Quick tour of some old photos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CT-ZfW9kiw&list=PLOPku1ve4MzqiwA9VA5JVQV2Auq9n8VWC&index=4
We see Djamileh and Aristotle Onassis. All these are covered in greater details in the photo section 
Video of Chandelier to show quality of lighting at Arizona

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y_Y9MecQqCc&list=PLOPku1ve4MzqiwA9VA5JVQV2Auq9n8VWC&index=5
High quality of crystal chandelier lighting in close up

Arizona By the dance floor. A beautiful inscription and some photos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_qFuhezNOI&list=PLOPku1ve4MzqiwA9VA5JVQV2Auq9n8VWC&index=6
Beautiful script and iconic photos
 

Video 5  Downstairs The stage, and main areas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEn-d-zwhCE
We start off at the stage and then I visit the main areas ending up at the bar 

Downstairs view from the stage, and main areas at Arizona

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_XXiLxk39os
and photos https://www.facebook.com/anne.white.370/media_set?set=a.10203480228782701.1073741833.1122917266&type=3
 

Please note the photos are in date order and the initial photos show the venue as it was in the initial stages, more recent images are to be found in the latter portion of the album starting with the black leather chair

 

You will see from the photos and the video clips many photos of famous Arabic Stars, musicians and dancers: Some are taken from films

Abdel Halim Hafez, Farid el Atrache, Mohamed Abdel Wahab,

Abdullah Ruachid (Kuwait), Olaya Tunisiyia (Tunisia) 
Mohamed Bilushi (Kuwait), Abadi el Johar (Saudi) and 
Hani Shaker (Egypt), Asmahan - Amel, sister of Farid al Farid El Atrash, 
a young Fairouz, and Oum Kolthoum

 

Dancers : Tahia Karioka, Samia Gamal, Nehmet Moktar and also Persian Artiste Djamilleh

 
There are 3 aspects to this venue
Downstairs, Entrance on left hand side, is both a Restaurant and a Nightclub

Ground floor- Entrance on right hand side -is both a Take away and Restaurant called Shake Shuka. Those wanting to sit will ascend the stairs and find a dining area which is large, airy and spacious. As you enter you will see a massive food preparation area with enlarged kitchen and equipment space. Fresh bread will be made daily. Extended opening hours are being planned for those that like early starts/late nights (7am to 4am!!)
Shake Shuka Is a vegetarian middle eastern delicacy http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakshouka
 This will be a dedicated Halal restaurant and take away providing staples from Palestinian and Holy land cuisine. Enticing menu choices are being discussed.

 

This landmark of the Arabic live music scene will once again be London’s Top destination for quality live music and will have extended opening hours

 

My thanks to Manal Yusuf, Audrey and Vashti for their research in identifying some of the artists in these images. I would be most grateful for any assistance in identifying those as yet unnamed

 

Further reference

Film clips

Famous Iranian dancer, Djamileh
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GhjTjEVUdZE
 

Mohamed Abdel Wahab

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFyStCw6wqI
 

Nehmet Moktar 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wf-TJQxWrBY
Facebook link to the Note above is found on my Notes

https://www.facebook.com/notes/anne-white/arizona-live-arabic-music-venue-134-marylebone-road-london/10204019080333653
